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BARRIE  'ROBERTS 


G.  T.  ROWLANDS 


Borough  of  Sandwich  I960 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Alderman  A.  Mottershead) 

Alderm  n  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Sandwich 

The  report  on  the  public  health  of  Sandwich  during  I960  is  here  presented. 
The  area  of  the  Borough  remained  unchanged  but  further  development  by  house¬ 
building  in  the  town  and  industrial  development  in  the  trailing  fringe  of 
Richborough  continued  to  enhance  the  ancient  ramparts  and  improve  their  outlook 
for  the  future. 

The  estimated  population  for  mid  I960  was  4,290,  an  increase  of  10,  but 
the  census  taken  during  the  year  recorded  it  as  4,234.  The  crude  birth  rate 
of  10.5  per  thousand  (corrected  to  12.1  per  1,000  for  population  make-up)  was 
a  sharp  drop  from  that  of  1959  and  well  below  the  national  figure  of  17.1  The 
crude  death  rate  of  16« 3  per  1,000  corrected  to  11.7  was  a  more  normal 
approximation  to  the  national  figure  of  11. 5 

The  social  circumstances  of  the  borough  have  shown  no  material  change. 

It  is  still  pleasantly  residential,  essential  for  shopping  to  its  rural  fringe, 
and  a  vital  market  for  the  farmers  of  a  wide  area.  Self  sufficient  in  its  own 
community  it  nevertheless  has  the  potential,  given  the  backing  of  industrial 
or  private  benefaction,  to  become  a  centre  of  leadership  and  help  to  the  youth 
of  the  area  who  unconsciously  gravitate  to  the  borough  and  for  want  of  a  focus 
of  activity  get  into  mischief.  The  Richborough  area  absorbs  the  local  labour 
force  and  supplies  employment  for  many  In  the  district  from  Thanct  to 
Folkestone.  Within  the  old  borough  there  is  a  busy  little  corner  in  Loop 
Street  in  which  the  slaughterhouse  is  of  some  importance  both  to  the  town  for 
its  meat  supply,  the  market  for  the  trade  it  brings  and  a  much  wider  area  for 
the  facilities  provided.  Improvements  in  these  facilities  are  planned  and  must 
come  about  to  comply  with  legal  requirements  for  further  licensing. 

The  town  still  awaits  improvements  in  primary  schooling.  The  Council 
expressed  much  concern  at  the  lack  of  contact  with  the  hospital  management 
committee  and  the  difficulty  of  having  any  say  in  these  matters.  This  was 
enger ' -red  by  some  local  discontent  at  out-patient  arrangements.  Correspondence 
with  tne  hospital  authorities  threatened  to  be  as  frustrating  as  catching  a  blob 
of  mercury,  until  the  Secretary  of  the  Canterbury  Hospital  Management  Committee 
attended  a  meeting  of  the  Council  and  full  appreciation  and  understanding  of 
the  local  view  was  obtained.  Since  then  Councillor  Mrs.  Boyle  has  been  co¬ 
opted  on  to  the  Canterbury  House  Committee  and  we  have  one  to  speak  for  the 
townsfolk. 

The  electrification  of  the  railways  will  speed  the  trains  but  has  slowed 
the  level  crossings,  a  social  circumstance  of  some  significance.  In  an  age 
when  road  haulage  has  taken  on  much  of  the  load  it  seems  against  the  public 
interest  that  the  railway  authority  well  protected  by  its  acts  of  Parliament 
should  have  given  so  little  thought  to  this  in  its  planning  and  development. 

The  year  of  I960  had  one  feature  which  will  bo  remembered,  in  the  heavy 
early  winter  rainfall  that  threatened  to  overwhelm  the  drainage  system,  and 
your  Surveyor  waged  battle  against  surcharged  sowers  throughout  that  period. 
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The  scheme  for  improving  the  sewerage  and  the  method  of  disposal  made 
some  further  progress.  We  know  what  we  want  and  like  the  baby  and  the  soap 
wo  won't  be  happy  till  we  get  it. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Disc  esc 

It  was  a  mild  year,  with  much  less  scarlet  fever,  only  3  cases  in  all,  and 
a  relative  absence  of  measles  (7  cases)  after  the  prevalence  in  1959  (205). 
There  was  some  whooping  cough  (19  cases)  in  the  winter  months  in  the  pre-school 
and  primary  school  children.  Two  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  occurred 
in  the  45  to  60  age  group.  Men  of  this  age  are  not  beyond  the  years  of  risk 
but  rather  in  them,  and  arc  a  group  who  should  take  advantage  of  the  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  when  it  visits  the  town. 

Protection  Against  Disease  (figures  supplied  by  County  Medical  Officer  of 

Health) 


Under  5 

5-15 

Over  15 

r 

Total 

Diphtherias  Primary 

66 

4 

41 

71 

Boosters 

1 

29 

“ 

30 

Whooping  Cough 

62 

5 

1 

68 

Smallpox;  Primary 

37 

3 

40 

Re vaccination 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis ; 

Completed  2nd  Ini. 

47 

S 

128 

183 

Completed  3rd  Inj. 

71 

50 

153 

274 

Other  Matters  of  Interest 

The  threat  of  spread  of  sonne  dysentery  to  one  of  the  factories  through 
contacts  of  an  outside  outbreak  was  controlled  by  precautions  advocated  and 
imposed  on  canteen  and  other  staff,  with  the  full  co-operation  of  the 
management,  and  the  danger  passed  safely. 

In  May  the  primary  school  had  a  sharp  outbreak  of  diarrhoea  amongst  the 
children  and  some  of  the  staff.  Out  of  10  c.ses  from  whom  stool  specimens 
were  obtained  one  showed  the  presence  of  sonne  dysentery.  The  cases  recovered 
rapidly  and  were  not  typical  of  sonne  dysentery.  The  findings  in  only  one 
child  may  have  been  a  chance  association  with  cases  of  this  disease  which  had 
occurred  in  the  Rural  District  earlier  in  spring. 

Sanitary  arrangements  in  the  school  wore  upset  by  delay  in  building 
operations  in  the  infant  block  of  toilets  which  caused  serious  overcrowding. 

A  disinfection  and  strict  hand  washing  routine  was  imposed.  The  outbreak 
settled  quickly,  which  in  the  circumstances  was  surprising. 
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Housing 

In  a  number  of  cases  advice  was  sought  by  the  Estates  Officer  on  the 
medical  aspect  of  housing  applications.  The  family  doctors  and  hospital  staff 
are  always  helpful  in  assisting  in  a  clear  assessment  of  any  problem. 

The  General  Statistical  Detail  Follows • 

Population,  mid  I960  -  4,290 

Live  births  -  45  (males  20,  females  25) 

Live  birth  rate  -  10.5  per  1,000  (corrected  =  12.1  per  1,000) 

England  and  Wales  =  17.1 

Stillbirths  --  1  (stillbirth  rate  =  22  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths) 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  -  46 

Infant  deaths  -  2  (both  under  age  1  week) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  44 
Illegitimate  births  -  1.  Percentage  of  all  births  =  2.2/°) 

Infant  mortality  rate,  legitimate  births  -  45 
Infant  mortality  rate,  illegitimate  births  -  nil 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (first  4  weeks)  -  44 
Peri-natal  mortalitjr  rate 

(Deaths  under  1  week  and  stillbirths  per  1,000 

live  and  stillbirths)  -  65 

Maternal  deaths  -  nil 

Deaths  all  c  .uses  -  70  (males  35?  females  35) 

Death  rate  -  16.3  per  1,000  (corrected  to  11.7  per  1,000) 

England  and  Wales'.'  =  11.5 

Infant  Deaths  -  total  2 

IS  hours;  Prematurity,  congenital  defects 
11  hours;  Prematurity,  birth  trauma. 


..ge  at  Death  and  Sox 


0-1 

-15 

-45 

-64 

-SO 

-90 

90+ 

Total 

Male 

2 

2 

3 

5 

15 

7 

1 

35 

Female 

— 

- 

— 

6 

19 

9 

1 

1 

cm 
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Causes  of  Death 


Deaths  I960 

.  M 

F 

Total 

I960 

Total 

1959 

.'Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  .. 

_ , 

Other  forms 

— 

— 

— 

|  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

c=> 

— 

a. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Lungs  and  Bronchus 

4 

1 

5 

1 

All'  others  . 

1 

4 

5 

7 

Leukaemia  . 

1 

_ 

1 

—  i 

Diabetes  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System 

5 

4 

9 

8 

Coronary  Disease,  nngina 

g 

7 

15 

9 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

Q 

J 

6 

9 

7 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

3 

2 

5 

10 

Influenza  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Bronchitis  . 

2 

— 

2 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

— 

All  other  accidents  . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Suic ide  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

4 

8 

12 

8 

TOTAL 

35 

35 

70 

56 

Infectious  Diseases  -  Incidence  by  Quarter  and  „ge 

Quarter  lige 


Disease 

41 

Q2 

03 

04 

- — - 

Total 

— 

0-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25  + 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

- 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

17 

- 

i 

.  .  

1 

19 

8 

9 

— 

2 

19 

1 

Measles 

1 

6 

— 

7 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

7 

0-5 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65  + 

Total 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

(Respiratory) 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

- 

2 

- 

2 

\ 
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The  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  G.  T.  Rowlands,  C.R.  S.I. , 
supplies  the  following  report  on  the  work  of  his  department  in  I960: 

Water  Supplies 


The  Thane t  Water  Board  is  responsible  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the 
Borough.  The  extensive  mains  system  throughout  the  Borough  is  now  part  of  the 
area  system  and  improvements  to  the  system  are  constantly  being  carried  out. 

During  the  year  the  development  of  Stone  Cross  Lees  has  necessitated  the 
extension  of  the  mains  to  serve  this  estate.  It  was  found  that  the  pressure 
in  the  Dover  Road  fluctuated  considerably  and  during  the  year  work  commenced 
in  a  new  6"  main  from  Orchard  Avenue  to  Woodnesborough  Road.  This  will  result 
in  a  much  more  even  pressure  and  when  in  use  will  be  of  great  assistance  to 
house  holders  in  thv  Dover  Road  area. 

Samples  are  still  taken  of  mains  water  and  in  the  course  of  the  year  9 
samples  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  for  analysis. 

-11  these  samples  were  satisfactory  and  complied  with  the  required  tests. 

Drainage 


As  reported  last  year  float  test,  in  Sandwich  Bay  proved  that  the 
currents  were  unsatisfactory  for  a  sea  outfall  and  the  Corporation's  attention 
has  again  been  directed  towards  a  proper  sewage  treatment  plant.  Considerable 
exploratory  work  was  carried  out  oefore  it  was  decided  that  an  area  of  land 
to  the  vest  of  the  R. -.F.  camp  at  Stonar  was  the  most  suitable  site  for  such 
a  works.  The  majority  of  the  camp  including  the  land  to  the  west  was  declared 
redundant  by  the  Royal  Mr  Force  and  the  Borough  Council  has  indicated  their 
interest  in  the  whole  area  -  but  especially  in  the  9  acres  to  the  west.  The 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  have  beer  informed  of  the  Council's 
plans  and  assistance  sought  in  the  acquisition  of  the  land  in  question. 

In  the  mean  time  work  is  still  being  carried  out  to  get  more  information 
in  flows  in  relation  to  the  intensity  of  the  rainfall.  Incident  recording 
meters  have  boon  fitted  to  the  pumps  which  show  on  a  circular  graph  the  actual 
times  during  which  the  pumps  are  working.  This  gives  a  good  check  on  the 
pumps  themselves  and  when  related  to  the  rainfall  will  give  the  information 
required.  I  have  also  asked  the  Air  Ministry  Meteorological  Department  to  loan 
me  a  Rainfall  Intensity  Recording  Gauge  which  I  anticipate  receiving  early  in 
1961  and  this  will  also  be  helpful  in  obtaining  the  required  data. 

During  the  year  the  regular  maintenance  of  the  pumps  has  continued  and 
replacements  have  been  obt  lined  for  worn  parts.  The  pumps  have  worked  well 
during  the  year  and  no  serious  trouble  has  been  experienced. 

Food  and  Food  Proper  .tion  Premises 

During  the  year  all  the  Food  and  Food  Preparation  Premises  were  regularly 
inspected  and  the  standards  of  cleanliness  wore  maintained. 
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A  total  of  115  visits  were  made  and  although  no  formal  notices  were 
served,,  co-operation  was  received  from  all  traders  and  any  suggestions  made 
for  improving  conditions  were  speedily  acted  upon.  This  willing  co-operation 
on  the  art  of  the  traders  is  most  welcome  and  reflects  the  awareness  on  the 
part  of  everyone  of  the  importance  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  in  the  handling 
and  preparation  ^f  foodstuffs. 

Ice  Cream 


There  is  no  ice  cream  manufactured  in  the  Borough  but  there  are  21 
premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  ere 3m.  In  the  cafes  and  hotels  ice 
cream  is  sold  loose  to  customers  but  in  other  premises  only  pre-packed  ice 
cream  is  sold. 

During  the  year  18  ice  cream  samples  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  for  analysis.  The  results  were  as  follows 

Category  I  15 
Category  II  3 
Category  III  Nil 

In  all  every  instance  of  a  sampl  being  placed  in  Category  II  further 
samples  were  taken  and  it  was  found  that  subsequent  results  were  in  Categorjr 

I. 

Butchers  Shops 


All  butchers  shops,  food  preparation  rooms  and  vehicles  transporting  meat 
were  regularly  inspected  throughout  the  year.  Special  attention  has  been  paid 
to  the  provision  of  hot  water  for  the  washing  of  hands  and  utensils,  the 
increase  of  refrigeration  accommodation  and  the  covering  of  all  surfaces  with 
impervious  material.  The  standards  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  have  been 
maintained  and  in  some  instances  improved  upon. 

Bakehouses 

The  number  of  bakehouses  have  been  reduced  to  two  but  these  have  been 
regularly  inspected  and  the  conditions  found  are  satisfactory. 

Licensed  Premises 


The  inspection  of  licensed  premises  continued  throughout  the  year  and 
conditions  have  improved.  Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  washing  of 
glasses,  the  provision  of  proper  sanitary  conveniences  and  the  general 
standard  of  cleanliness.  Considerable  improvement  has  occurred  and  in  some 
instances  major  work  has  been  undertaken  on  a  voluntary  basis. 


Shops 


All  shops  were  inspected  during  the  year  where  sanitary  accommodation; 
and  washing  facilities  for  the  staff  received  special  attention  and  in  the 
case  of  food  shops  special  attention  was  also  paid  to  the  covering  of  all 
surfaces  with  impervious  material  and  the  provision  of  additional  washing 
facilities  for  impliments  and  utensils. 
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Milk  and  Dairies 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies,  1949  Part  III 

Number  of  registered  distributors  4 
Number  of  registered  dairies  2 

(b)  Licences  granted  under  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1949? 
excluding-  licences  granted  by  Food  and  Drug  Authorities  in  relation  to 
milk  pasteurised  or  sterilised  on  the  premises  of  the  applicant 

Dealers 

Pasteurised  . . ,  . , .  ...  3 

Sterilised  .  ...  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  3 

During  the  year  IS  milk  samples  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health 

Laboratories  for  exarni nation.  /Ill  except  one  conformed  to  the  prescribed 
standards  and  were  satisfactory.  In  the  case  of  the  sample  which  did  not 
comply  with  the  tests  It  was  found  on  investigation  that  the  refrigerator 
inadvertantly  defrosted  during  the  period  of  storage  before  sale.  The  fault 
was  remedied  and  this  should  not  recur. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  only  abattoir  In  the  Borough  is  a  private  one  situated  in  Loop  Street. 
Although  this  is  a  small  abattoir  there  is  a  large  throughput  and  slaughtering 
is  carried  out  for  a  vory  large  area.  The  table  below  shows  the  annual  kill 
for  the  past  4  years  ">roken  down  into  the  different  classes  with  the  overall 
increase  or  decrease  given. 


1957 

1956 

1959 

I960 

Cattle 

2,595 

2,396 

1,931 

2,777 

Calves 

1?  633 

1,000 

933 

941 

Sheep 

3,048 

6,121 

14,066 

9,751 

Pigs 

18, 829 

15,396 

15,261 

14,769 

Total 

31,105 

25,413 

32,191 

28, 238 

jo  increase  or  decrease 

-.0  +9  O/c 

—  l6/o 

+26/0 

-12. 3/o 

over  preceding 

year 

It  will  be  noted 

that  in  I960  there 

was  a  12/o  drop  in  the 

total  number  of 

animals  kiled  in  1959 

although  oven  then 

it  was 

12/o  up  on  1953. 

The  main 

reason  for  this  was  the  fall  in  the  numbers  of  sheep  and  lamb.  The  1959 
season  was  very  dry  and  much  stock  had  to  be  sold  as  the  pasturage  was  poor. 
I960  was  a  damper  season  and  the  grazing  situation  was  bettor  and  more  animals 
could  be  retained.  This  is  bound  to  be  a  fluctuating  figure  and  another  dry 
season  will  show  a  heavy  kill  of  this  class  of  animal. 


* 
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Slaughtering  is  carried  out  6  and  sometimes  7  days  per  week,  with 
Saturday  usually  being  the  free  day.  all  animals  were  inspected  post  mortem 
and  many  before  slaughtering  and  in  order  to  carry  out  this  work  2  or  3  and 
sometimes  4  visits  have  to  be  made  to  the  abattoir  each  day  that  killing  takes 
place.  In  the  course  of  these  inspections  a  total  of  11  tons  10  cwts,  of  meat 
and  offal  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
the  incidence  of  disease;- 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


1 

1 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

NLibor  killed  (if  known)] 

1, 509 

1,268 

941 

9,751 

14,769 

— 

Number  inspected 

1,509 

1,268 

941 

9,751 

14,769 

— 

All  diseases  except 

!  tuberculosis  and 

cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected,  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

i 

i 

- 

• 

7 

5 

32 

48 

163 

608 

8 

560 

2,490 

9. 25/o 

48.  5/o 

1. 33$ 

6. 2/° 

17/o 

- 

Tuberculosis  only; 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

•- 

- 

- 

, _ r 

. . 

J 

— 

— 

— 

- 

0.  23/0 

— 

— 

1.17/o 

5 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

4 

1 

« 

j  — 

4 

1 

i 

i 

— 

- 

— 

LX- 

— 

— 

- 

These  figures  are  extremely  interesting  and  continue  to  show  the 
beneficial  effects  of  the  establishing  of  an  Eradication  Area.  In  1959  303 
cows  were  slaughtered  '.nd  in  23  instances  T.B.  was  found  in  some  part  of  the 
carcase  giving  a  percentage  of  2.86/6.  In  I960  1,268  cows  were  killed  (an 
increase  of  over  50/6)  but  in  only  3  instances  was  T.L.  found  giving  an 

Not  only  is  this  tendency  shown  in  cattle  the 
in  pigs  also  shows  a  marked  decrease  as  is  shown 


incidence  of  only  0.23/6. 
incidence  of  this  diseag 
by  the  following  table 


1959 


I960 


Number  of  pigs  slaughtered 
Number  of  carcases  part  of  which 
was  infected  with  T.B. 

/6  of  incidence 


15j 26l  14,769 

300  173 

1.98/o  1.17)6 


The  reduction  is  bound  to  occur  as  the  disease  is  stamped  out  in  the 
cows  but  the  effect  will  be  slightly  delayed.  I  should  imagine  that  next  year 
the  %  of  incidence  will  continue  to  show  a  sharp  decline  and  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  the  finding  of  a  case  of  tuberculosis  in  either  cattle  or 
pigs  will  be  a  rare  occurrence. 

The  high  percentage  of  othsr  diseases  found  in  all  classes  of  animals  is 
of  little  importance.  In  the  case  of  cattle,  cows  and  calves  the  percentage 
of  incidence  is  down  whilst  sheep  and  pigs  show  an  increase.  Much  of  this 
disease  is  parasite  disease  with  a  higher  incidence  in  wet  weather  than  when 
it  is  dry  and  similarly  a  higher  incidence  in  animals  grazing  on  low  lying 
land  than  those  which  have  been  confined  to  higher  ground.  Thus  a  we t  summer 
in  a  low  lying  area  such  as  around  Sandwich  is  bound  to  cause  a  sharp  increase 
of  most  of  the  parasite  infections. 

Council  Property 

No  further  building  of  Council  houses  took  place  during  the  year  but  the 
Council  has  decided  to  compulsory  purchase  a  portion  of  Hazlewood  Meadow  in 
St.  Barts  Road  for  further  development.  Various  schemes  have  been  drawn  up 
and  it  has  been  decided  that  one-bedro  m  old  folks  ’  flats  (with  a  common  room 
and  a  warden’s  service)  and  three-bedroom  semi-detached  houses  are  the  types 
required.  There  will  be  16  flats  in  2  blocks  of  8  and  the  remaining  land 
devoted  to  three-bedroom  houses.  It  was  also  resolved  that  the  garages  should 
be  constructed  at  the  same  time  as  the  houses  as  the  piecemeal  erection  of 
various  types  of  garages  only  leads  to  untidy  development. 

With  regard  to  the  existing  estate  general  improvements  continue  to  be 
carried  out  to  improve  or  preserve  the  amenities  of  the  area.  The  routine 
painting  of  the  outside  of  the  houses  continue  and  56  properties  were  so 
painted,  the  colour  scheme  with  lighter  doors. 


Warden  Area 


Last  year  a  warden  was  appointed  for  the  group  of  bungalows  on  the 
housing  estate  and  it  was  arranged  that  in  order  to  give  continuous 
supervision  the  Red  Cross  should  assist  in  carrying  out  routine  daily  visits 
when  the  warden  was  either  indisposed  or  away  on  holidays.  The  system  has 
worked  very  satisfactorily  end  the  service  has  been  of  great  assistance  to 
the  old  folks  in  this  area. 
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Othor  Property 

During  the  year  several  schemes  were  undertaken  privately  for  the 
improvement  of  old  property  and  tho  bringing  of  them  up  to  modern  standards 
with  regard  to  amenities.  In  13  instances  assistance  was  sought  from  the 
Local  Authority  in  the  form  of  improvement  grants.  The  total  sum  involved  in 
these  applications  was  £4,857  and  in  every  case  a  grant  was  made  the  total  of 
which  amounted  to  £2,404-10-0. 

For  an  old  and  historical  Borough  like  Sandwich  this  scheme  is  of  special 
use,  as  it  enables  the  substandard  houses  to  be  bought  up  to  modern  standards 
whilst  at  the  same  time  preserves  the  character  of  the  town.  In  many  instances 
if  it  were  not  for  the  improvement  grants  sufficient  work  could  not  be  carried 
out  and  eventually  demolition  action  would  have  to  be  taken  and  bit  by  bit  the 
character  of  the  town  would  be  changed. 

Slum  Clearance 

During  the  year  two  houses  in  the  Borough  were  closed  and  the  tenants 
rehoused.  In  both  cases  undertakings  were  accepted  from  the  owners  that  the 
dwellings  would  not  be  re-used  for  human  habitation  until  the  necessary  work 
had  been  carried  out. 

General  Hou sing  Inspections 


a.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  acts 


63 


b.  Houses  found  to  be  in  any  respect  unfit  for  human 
habitation 


13 


c.  Houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
incapable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense 


9 


do  Dwellings  where  defects  were  remedied  after  informal 
action 


11 


e„  Dwellings  which  we re  rendered  fit  after  serving 
formal  Notices 


Nil 


f.  Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders 

were  made  (Closing  Orders  under  Section  17,  Housing 
Act  1957,  Sub-Section  1,  Section  16/4) 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders 
were  made 


Nil 


2 


g.  Houses  demolished 


Nil 


h.  Houses  in  which  closing  orders  in  respect  of  part 
of  a  building  were  made 


Nil 
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Refuse  D  is  do -sal 

The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  from  the  Borough  and  its  disposal  by 
controlled  tipping  on  the  Council's  site  adjacent  to  the  Ash  Road  has  continued 
throughout  the  year. 

The  increase  in  the  amount  of  household  refuse  has  continued  and  this 
with  the  scarcity  of  covering  material  has  made  it  difficult  to  maintain  the 
tip  in  a  proper  condition,  Trade  refuse  continues  to  be  collected  and  its 
nature  necessitates  its  disposal  by  burning.  This  adds  to  the  difficulties  at 
the  tip  as  this  burning  must  be  carried  out  well  away  from  the  tipping  faces. 

No  fly  nuisance  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  but  there  has  been 
a  certain  amount  of  rat  infestation.  This  has  been  kept  at  a  reasonably  low 
level  by  prompt  treatment  and  extensive  treatment  is  carried  out  several  times 
a  year  as  a  routine. 

Factories 


On  Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Those  where  Sections  1,  2,  3?  4, 
and  6  are  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

1 

2 

_ 

Those  where  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

36 

31 

I 

1 

1 

1 

Other  premises  where  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

1 

1 

Total 

38 

33 

\  \ 
 i 

No  notices  were  served  as  the  result  of  the  factory  inspections. 
Co-operation  was  invariably  experienced  when  dealing  with  the  managements  and 
any  suggestions  made  during  the  inspection  were  promptly  acted  upon  and  the 
need  for  formal  action  nover  arose.  There  are  60  outworkers  who  make  containers 
partly  or  wholly  of  paper  for  a  nearby  factory. 

Petroleum 

Visits  to  all  places  where  petrol  or  highly  inflammable  spirits  were 
stored  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  both  under  tho  Petroleum  regulations 
and  Public  Health  Acts.  In  some  cases  it  was  found  that  the  regulations  had 
not  been  complied  with  but  letters  to  those  concerned  were  acted  upon  and  the 
defects  were  rectified. 

Rodent  Control 


During  the  year  a  considerable  amount  of  work  was  carried  out  in  inspecting 
properties  for  evidence  of  rodent  infestation  and  the  currying  out  of  the 
necessary  treatment.  It  was  found  that  a  total  of  47  properties  and  one 
agricultural  holding  were  infected.  In  36  dwellings,  one  property  belonging 
to  the  Corporation  and  10  business  premises  infestation  was  discovered  and 
treatment  cleared  the  nuisance.  One  of  those  was  the  controlled  tip  which 
was  a  major  infestation.  This  is  a  reservoir  of  infestation  and  has  to  bo 
treated  regularly  to  keep  it  under  control. 


' 
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The  standard  method  of  control  has  continued  to  bo  by  the  use  of  Warfarin 
which  in  most  casos  has  proved  to  bo  most  effective.  Where  the  available  food 
has  proved  to  be  more  attractive  than  the  Warfarin  bait  recourse  has  had  to  be 
made  to  the  older  type  of  poison.  Usually  speaking  the  Warfarin  has  proved  to 
be  excellent  especially  where  the  natural  food  has  been  more  difficult  to 
obtain. 

As  usual  a  sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  early  in  the  year.  Tost 
baiting  was  carried  out  in  a  number  of  sewer  manholes  throughout  the  Borough. 
The  result  was  the  same  as  in  the  past,  the  pattern  being  identical.  Only 
in  manholes  on  sowers  or  drains  with  direct  access  to  the  river  was  any  bait 
taken;  all  other  manholes  gave  negative  results.  The  infestation  of  the  river 
banks  is  endemic  as  the  nature  of  the  banks,  the  presence  of  soft  mud  and  the 
tidal  nature  of  the  river  prevent  the  effective  treatment  of  any  rat  infestatio 
Surveys  during  the  year,  however,  indicated  that  whilst  the  infestation  is 
still  present  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  increase. 

The  Pert  of  Sandwich,  I960 

Port  Medical  Officer;  Dr.  Malcolm  3.  Harvey,  M.B. ,  Gh.B. ,  D.P.H. 

Teli  Canterbury  4412/3391 

Port  Health  Inspector;  G.  T.  Rowlands 

Tel;  Sandwich  3044  or  2202 

Ships  arriving  No.  of  Vessels  Total  Tonnage  Inspections 


From  Home  Waters 


and  Coastwise 

54 

5,107 

6 

From  Foreign  Ports 

13 

1,497 

6 

Defects  found 

Dcratisation  Certificate 

6 

The  owners  wore  notified 

and  captains 

overdue  advised  of  nearest  authorised  port. 


As  Her  Majesty's  Customs  operate  from  the  Port  of  Ramsgate  and  board 
vessels  before  entering  the  river  mouth,  no  quarantine  station  is  set  aside 
within  the  Port  area.  The  Port  Medical  Officer  has  not  on  any  occasion  been 
called  on  to  board  a  vessel  and  would  have  to  do  so  through  Ramsgate's 
facilities. 


Water  Supply;  A  source  of  main  water  supply  is  available  to  vessels  tying 
up  at  Pfizer's  Wharf  (Richborough)  and  at  the  Town  Quay,  Samples  taken  from 
the  Town  Quay  source  were  found  pure  and  free  from  contamination. 

The  nearest  Isolation  Hospital  is  Haine  Hospital,  Ramsgate.  The  nearest 
laboratory  Is  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Preston  Hall,  Maidstone. 

The  nearest  ambulance  station  for  transport  of  smallpox  or  typhus  is 
Canterbury  Ambulance  Depot,  tel:  Canterbury  5001. 
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The  Port  functions  in  two  parts.  The  Richborough  wharf  is  now  part  of 
Pfizer's  area  and  is  used  by  that  firm,  for  oil  deliveries.  So  far  no  sea 
going  transport  of  manufactured  goods  has  occurred.  All  cattle  shipping  from 
that  wharf  stopped  some  years  ago. 

The  Town  Quay  is  in  regular  use  for  the  unloading  of  timber  from  Finland, 
and  has  also  been  used  for  unloading  shingle  for  nearby  construction  work.  No 
petrol  or  oil  comes  into  the  Town  Quay  or  town  area. 

With  growing-  industrial  activity  in  the  Richborough  area  there  is  the 
possibility  of  increased  traffic,  but  the  river  limits  to  size  of  vessel  to 
shallow  draft  or  low  tonnage. 


